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oard of Trustees to meet Frida 
yara Morales-Rodriguez 
sociate News Editor I @DEN_news 
The Board ofTrustees will be meeting at 1 p.m. 
riday in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Lu-
er King Jr. University Union to discuss the new 
ontract for the employees in The American Fed-
ration of State, County and Municipal Employ-
Local 981. 
AFSCME, the union representing Eastern's 
uilding service, kitchen, clerical and technical 
orkers reached an agreement with Eastern which 
tates that they will receive a retroactive 1.5% in-
rease, a 1.25% increase in 2021 and a 1.25% in-
rease in 2022. 
The contract also states each employee will re-
ive a $150 lump sum payment not added to base 
es. 
The Board ofTrustees will vote on the agree-
ent and were recommended to approve the item. 
The board will also be voting on the proposed 
evisions to board regulation. 
The proposed revision states that "all university 
cilities will be closed when Juneteenth falls on a 
eekday, as observed by 5 ILCS 490/63." 
The revision also states that those who are con-
ctually required to work on an observed holiday 
hen facilities are closed will be able to take paid 
· e off if the revision is approved. 
The board will also vote on a request from 
IU-TV for the replacement of their current 
edia production and newsroom management 
stem. 
Once the contract has been fully executed, the 
nitial term of the agreement shall be for three 
ears. The cost for the initial term is $305,080.50. 
The request states that "the price includes both 
oftware licensing and maintenance for the term of 
e agreement." 
The justification for this request is because "the 
urrent system is at the end of its life and is no 
onger supported by the manufacturer. The equip-
ent and software purchased will be similar to the 
ystems that students will use in the professional 
orkplace." · 
BOT MEET, page 2 
► 
FILES PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern President David Glassman talks during an emergency Board of Trustees meeting 
on Thursday in the University Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. 
The meeting was live streamed to the public amid COVID-19 concerns and the photo is a 
screenshot of that livestream. 




Editor-in-Chief I @DEN_news 
The Board of Trustees will receive an updat 
from University President David Glassman o 
the Naming Committee's recommendation t 
rename Douglas Hall Friday during their meet 
ing at 1 p.m. 
The Naming Committee made the recom 
mendation to rename on April 23 after the 
were called together by Glassman nearly a yea 
ago on Sept. 11, 2020. The decision to brin 
the committee together came after ten years o 
debate about it and two Naming_ Cpmmittee 
recommending retaining the name of Doug! 
Hall. 
Douglas Hall is named after Stephen Doug 
las. The hall was named in tandem with Lincol 
Hall, named after Abraham Lincoln. 
The halls were named in 1952 to commem 
orate a debate between Lincoln and Douglas i 
1858 as a part of a series of debates around II 
linois. 
Douglas was a proponent to slavery and i 
thought to have built his career on his suppor 
for slavery. 
When the Board originally discussed a poten 
tial name change in 2020, members who spok 
publicly in the meeting on the matter spoke i 
favor of renaming the hall. 
Board member Audrey Edwards said wha 
may have been a small matter at the time th 
two original recommendations were made coul 
be a bigger deal now. 
DOUGLAS, page 
Illinois fire officials coine to Eastern to share fire safety tips 
Ryan Meyer 
Multimedia Reporter I @DEN_news 
Illinois fire officials and Eastern admin-
istrators gathered in Old Main Wednesday 
morning to discuss fire safety on campus in 
honor of September being named Campus 
Fire Safety Month. 
Among the speakers were Eastern Pres-
ident David Glassman, Illinois State Fire 
Marshal Matt Perez, Charleston Fire Chief 
Steve Bennett, Public Information Officer 
of the Office of the Illinois State Fire Mar-
shal J.C. Fultz, and Eastern's Executive Di-
rector of University Housing and Dining 
Services Mark Hudson. 
Glassman acknowledged the fact that this 
month is Campus Fire Safety Month by ad-
dressing the importance of fire escape plans 
as students continue to acclimate to their 
,living environments. 
"As EIU students continue to settle into 
their EIU residence halls or in off-campus 
housing, September offers us all a great op-
portunity to develop and practice critical 
fire escape plans both on and off campus," 
Glassman said. 
Hudson showed his gratitude to the 
Charleston Fire Department and sang high 
praises of their cooperation with Eastern 
during fire training. 
"Also I really want to express my appre-
ciation to CFO collectively. They come out 
every August and smoke up Carman Hall. 
It's one thing to talk about what it's like to 
be in a fire, it's another thing to experience 
it," Hudson said. "So when they smoke up 
those hallways and you have those RAs go 
through and staff teams; they learn about 
crawling on the floor and knocking on 
doors ... I'm always impacted by the im-
pression it makes upon those undergraduate 
students when they experience that train-
ing, it's very powerful and very appreciat-
ed." 
Some of the tips provided by a press re-
lease from the Office of the Illinois State 
Fire Marshal advise students to check for 
sprinklers and smoke alarms in dorms and 
common areas, to never leave the kitchen 
while cooking and to never overload electri-
cal outlets. Other tips can be found on the 
office's website. 
JESSICA NANTES 
J.C. Fultz, public information officer, and Matt Perez, fire marshal!, answer questions after the 
campus fire safety presentation on Wednesday morning. 
FIRE SAFETY, page 2 
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Austin Cheney 
Where did you receive your degrees 
from? 
I have bachelor's and master's degrees 
in Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of Dayton, a Ph.D. in Man-
agement ofTechnology from Vanderbilt 
University, and an MBA from EIU. 
lfwe saw your music playlist, what 
would the top five songs be? 
I like a lot of different kinds of mu-
sic, and what I have on a playlist will 
change based on what I happen to be 
"hooked on" at the moment. I listen 
to soft rock, hard rock, pop, country, 
and Christian mostly, but I also listen 
to country, blues, jazz, and rap, among 
others. 
Where is your favorite place on 
campus? 
My favorite place on campus is not 
so much a physical location as it is 
when a large group of students, faculty, 
staff and/or alumni are gathered to cel-
ebrate or achieve something together. I 
can be academic, sports, or community 
related - doesn't matter to me. 
What is a place in Charleston you 
think everyone should know about? 
» DOUGLAS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
"What seemed less important at 
that time is certainly at the forefront 
of people's minds now, Edwards said. 
"I strongly believe that renaming the 
hall would be an expression of re-
spect for the Black community that 
is very much needed at this point." 
Philip Thomas, another member 
of BOT, spoke on his personal ex-
perience with hearing people discuss 
changing the name. 
"This is something that when I 
was a student, students on campus 
protested about," Thompson said. 
"There's not many opportunities we 
have to correct things that happened 
hundreds of years ago, so I think this 
is a great way for EIU to say we re-
spect people of color, not just Afri-
can American students but all people 
of color, and that we respect that the 
world is changing and we want to be 
on board with that." 
The majority of those who spoke 
at forums held by the Naming Com-
mittee showed suppQrt for a name 
change with few speaking in favor of 
retaining the residence hall's name. 
A survey conducted by the Nam-
ing Committee showed a majority in 
favor of renaming Douglas Hall with 
606 saying they were in favor of re-
naming and 393 saying they were 
in favor of retaining the name. One 
person voted in favor of neither op-
tion to show their indifference to 
matter. 
The Daily Eastern News request-
ed1the raw data from the ·survey via a 
Everyone should know about the 
outdoor opportunities. If I had to pick 
a location, it would be Lake Charleston 
and the surrounding area (including the 
Embarras River). You can do walking, 
hiking, biking, fishing, bird-watching, 
kayaking, etc. 
Who is someone you admire in 
your field and why? 
I can interpret "field" as my area aca-
demic expertise or a professional career 
in higher ed. I can name one of fulfills 
both - Dr. Michael Crow, President of 
Ariwna State University is both an ac-
complished researcher in the manage-
ment of technology field and has been 
an innovator for many years as a leader 
in higher ed. From a personal, profes-
sional journey, I have been blessed with 
several supervisors who have helped me 
to grow throughout my career and am 
thankful for their guidance and sup-
port. 
Why did you go into the field 
you're in? 
Doctoral studies were later in my ca-
reer, and the MBA after that. Early on, 
I had an interest in how technology and 
business intertwined, and that has man-
ifested with the degrees I've chosen af-
ter completing my engineering master's. 
What positions have you held dur-
ing your career in higher education? 
I've worked four higher education 
institutions in four different states: 
Ohio, Tennessee, New York, and Illi-
nois, ranging from a two-year techni-
cal college to a university with doctor-
al programs, holding positions as Pro-
gram Coordinator, Program Direc-
tor, Chair, Associate Dean, and Dean. 
I also served as the Interim Director 
of the Office of International Students 
and Scholars at EIU for about eight 
months while I was Chair of the School 
ofTechnology. 
Freedom of Information Act request 
to show the reasoning given for both 
sides of the argument. 
Of those in favor of retaining the 
name of the hall , some left expla-
nations for why they felt the name 
should remain the same: 
"As a student who lived in Doug-
las Hall , and lived in the Stevenson 
Lincoln Douglas complex, I always 
thought of how cool it was to recog-
nize men who debated the issues and 
served their country to represent the 
people of Illinois. 'One became pres-
ident, another ran for president and 
Douglas debated Lincoln with the 
concerns of the people of the state 
and the nation .... it is our history .... 
our background ... to jump on this 
background and change because it's 
the "woke" thing to do is a rush to 
judgement and doesn't allow the next 
generation to recognize the original 
reason why those and all of the oth-
er dorms and halls were named. We 
renamed the student center to recog-
nize Martin Luther King ... that was a 
proper renaming at the time ..... but 
who knows in 100 years." 
"You CAN NOT erase History. 
They were named for the debate in 
Charleston. Leave it alone and quit 
acting like a bunch of idiots. Yes I 
am a college grad and I called you 
idiots. When letting the entire col-
lege board be swayed you are idiots." 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 
581-2812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu. 
For the in-depth version of this 
article go to: 
dajlye.asti:rnri~1~s.i::011J 
What are the most rewarding as-
pects of your current position? 
It's always been about helping oth-
ers throughout my career in higher ed. 
That rewarding part of the job has not 
changed in any position I have held -
just the scope of those you're helping 
has changed over the years. But the 
goal is always student centeredness! 
What are the most challenging as-
pects of your position? 
Probably the most challenging/frus-
trating aspect is that we don't always 
have the resources to support all our de-
sired initiatives, whether at the individ-
ual level or for something that can im-
pact many. 
What advice would you give to stu-
dents in your department for their 
college careers? 
Attend class, complete your assign-
ments to the best of your ability, and 
study, as a foundation. Beyond that -
GROW. You will likely not have the 
same amount of time to focus on in-
vesting in yourself outside of pursuing 
a degree. Get involved on campus both 
in academic and non-academic organi-
zations, pursue leadership opportuni-
ties, read for personal and professional 
development, do at least one internship, 
and study abroad at some point. You 
will not regret it, and years later you will 
reminisce! 
What is your number one goal for 
your students? 
I want Lumpkin College students to 
graduate and have personal and profes-
sional success. "Success" means some-
thing different to everyone, but I mean 
for each student to have a personal and 
professional life that is rewarding to 
THEM. 
The News Staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or at dennewsdesk@eiu.edu. 
» FIRE SAFETY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The board will also be voting on the 
board's responsibilities for intercollegiate 
athletics. 
The statement says that 
"l) Responsibility for the administra-
tion of the athletics program has been del-
egated to the Chief Executive Officer of 
the institution. 
2) The Chief Executive Officer has the 
mandate and support of the board to op-
erate a program of integrity in full compli-
ance with NCAA, OVC, and all other rel-
evant rules and regulations. 
3) The Chief Executive Officer, in con-
junction with the Director of Athletics 
and Faculty Athletic Representative, de-
termines how the institutional vote shall 
be cast on issues of athletics policy pre-
sented to the NCAA and the Ohio Val-
ley Conference." 
Under the president's report, a discus-
sion will be had on the Title IX Report 
and on intercollegiate athletics. 
At the meeting, there will also be re-
ports from constituencies, one from Chair 
of Faculty Senate Todd Bruns and Presi-
dent of Staff Senate Jody Stone. 
The board will also be discussing a 
summary of purchases and exempt pur-
chases as listed: 
• $481,917.40 in university property 
insurance from Mesirow Insurance Ser-
vices, Inc. 
• $200,000 in copiers from Konica 
Minolta Inc. 
• $200,000 in membership dues from 
the Public Broadcasting Service. 
• $185,000 in funding for the Arbiter 
System from the Ohio Valley Conference. 
• $150,000 in edibles and non-edibles 
for Chick-Fil-A from the Quality Custom 
Distribution Service. 
• $135,321.74 in Oracle Enterprise 
Maintenance from Mythics. 
• $132,045.18 in D2L Software Li-
cense from D2L Ltd. 
An in-depth discussion will be had on 
the university's deposit and invesonent re-
port for FY 2021. 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be 
reached at 581-2812 or at 
knmoralerodriguez@eiu.edu. 
JESSICA NANTES I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
J.C. Fultz, public information officer, closes out the fire safety presentation in the 
lobby of Old Main. 
The press release also says that 
''According to the National Fire Pro-
tection Association (NFPA) fires in 
student housing cause an average of 
one death, 32 injuries, and $15 mil-
lion dollars in property damage each 
year. Three out of four ,of those fires 
begin in the kitchen. The likelihood 
for a fire is greatest on the weekends 
and on-weekdays-from '5--9 p.m." 
In honor of September and Oc-
tober being the "most common 
months for student housing fires," 
keep an eye on the stove when cook-
ing and be conscious of your sur-
roundings in case of a fire. 
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 
581-2812 or at rameyer@eiu.edu. 
3 I OPINIONS 
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Douglas Hall needs to be renamed, however, 
139 days afte; the Naming Committee voted to 
recommend a name change, it has yet to go be-
fore the Board ofTrustees. 
We are left to wonaer if this inaction is an at-
tempt to let the idea \:ade away or if a strong 
majority of those speaking to the Naming Com-
mittee on the matter stating they wish to see 
a name change is simply not a concern of the 
Board ofTrustees. 
At this point, we at The Daily Eastern News 
areriarting to fear it may be the second option. 
So, w~he B'Oard, do you care about this 
campus enough:J:g bring a vote on the matter 
and do what the university has been unable to 
do in the ten-year history of this debate? 
Eastern prides itself on diversity and inclusion 
but cannot do the simplest vote to show the stu-
dents of color on this campus that they are tak-
ing a stance against racism. 
No one is debating history or saying history 
should be erased. They are saying they do not 
stand for celebrating a racist man on this cam-
pus. 
Stephen Douglas is an important historical 
figure and his part in history should be remem-
bered in textbooks and talked about in class-
rooms, but his racist ideals and beliefs are some-
thing to be looked down upon at an institution 
like Eastern. 
To the Board; Chair Joyce Madigan, Vice 
Chair Philip Thompson, Secretary Audrey Ed-
wards, Member Pro Tern Barbra Bauer, board 
member Joseph Dively, board member Christo-
pher Hicks and board member: Martin Ruhaak: 
when will you have the courage to take this issue 
to a vote and end this decade-long debate? 
Quote of the Day: 
"Progress is impossible without 
change, and those who cannot 
change their minds cannot change 
anything" 
George Bernard Shaw 
e maJority opinion o 
he Daily Eastern News. 
Letters to the Editor 
Those interested can inquire at opinions. 
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions, 
submissions and letters to the editor. 
Please allow a week for us to publish let-
ters to the editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to not publish 
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less 
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board. 
Please include your name and phone num-
ber to verify letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812. 
We're Hiring! 





Call 581-2812 for more information. 
\ 
..... 
BY ZACH BERGER 
College newspapers require work 
The past few weeks have been some of the 
most stressful I have ever had. 
I always thought I knew how much went 
into being the Editor-in-Chief for a student 
publication, but I don't think it's possible to 
comprehend just how much goes into it un-
til you're in the middle of it. And trust me, 
it's a lot. 
Every night, Sunday through Thursday, my 
staff and I are here in Buzzard 1811 creating 
a newspaper. We're covering events, we're tak-
ing photos, we're designing stories, we're find-
ing ways to make our content more friendly. 
So much goes into the process of making a 
newspaper and it's something we all love, but 
it can be difficult. 
My first night as the Editor of The Daily 
Eastern News, I was here until 4 a.m. wait-
ing for the paper to print due to press issues. 
Come the next morning, I had to take the EIC 
hat off and start my first day of classes. 
However, I didn't realize how little I would 
be able to do that. Most days I'm struggling to 
find a balance between something I love dear-
ly and the classes that I have to take to get the 
degree I need to make my passion my career. 
I thought being the Editor would allow me 
Corryn Brock 
more time to work with for balancing the two 
with all of the editors on my staff handling the 
day-to-day work, but boy was I wrong. 
Working for the newspaper isn't easy at any 
level. 
When you're new it takes a little bit to get 
used to the atmosphere, when you've been 
here for awhile you start wanting to take on 
bigger and harder stories, when you're an ed-
itor you're making decisions for an entire sec-
tion of the newspaper and managing a staff of 
people with varying degrees of experience and 
when you're the Editor-in-Chief, you are re-
sponsible for every section. 
For that period of time, the newspaper's 
' success is entirely yours and your responsi-
bility. In my case, I'm making tough choices 
to keep a nearly 106-year-old paper running 
while also having the responsibility of being a 
full-time student in my last semesters of col-
lege. 
But, at the end of the day, I wouldn't give it 
up for the world. 
I love the work I do, I know it's going to 
be the most important part of my college life 
and I couldn't imagine myself loving some-
thing as much as I have loved my experience 
at The News. 
But now, let's get to the reason I'm getting 
on my soapbox. 
My staff is made of some of the hardest 
working people you will ever meet. They are 
full of wonderful ideas and want to make this 
newspaper the best it can be. 
I will stand by them through every mistake 
and slip-up because I know with each one they 
are learning and taking notes to make this · 
newspaper is even better. 
Corryn Brock is a senior journalism major. 
She can be contacted at 581-2812 or deneic@ 
gmail.com. 
Must-see 'Only Murders in the Building' 
Hulu's new show "Only Murders in the Build-
ing" is a must-watch. The show follows three unlike-
ly neighbors as they work 1:ogether in an attempt to 
solve the case behind a tenant named Tun Kono who 
died during a false fire evacuation. 
The main characters are Mabel Mora played by 
Selena Gomez, Oliver Putnam played by Martin 
Short and Charles-Haden Savage played by Steve 
Martin. 
I went into the show thinking that Martin Short 
was going to be like his evil Jack Frost character in 
"The Santa Clause." Some of that energy is still there, 
but I was pleasantly swprised by his depth of charac-
ter. The character Oliver Putnam is a washed-up di-
rector who is scrapped for cash and always looking for 
his next big break. He believes that following this po-
tential murder case will create the backing for a great 
podcast which might bring him the cash he needs to 
keep his expensive apartment. Martin Short brings 
his rambunctious energy up to ten to make the char-
acter really personable. 
Selena Gomez had swprised me with how well she 
fits into her role. Often, I find that she is cast as a 
Elise Keane 
way to get young people to go watch something. Her 
character Mabel is an evasive young woman living 
alone in an expensive high-rise in New York City. She 
appears to be especially devoted to the case ofTim 
Kono for an unknown reason. Selena Gomez does a 
wonderful job at bringing the mystery to her charac-
ter, which makes her unpredictable. 
You might know Steve Martin from any num-
ber of classics, but "Planes, Trains, and Automobiles" 
might be of most importance though. In this show, 
Steve Martin plays Charles-Haden Savage, a lonely 
actor who was most known for his role as Brazz.os on 
an old detective show. He is an oddball who seems to 
always be alone for an unknown reason. Charles is 
a likable character but mainrains secretive about his 
past. 
Overall, I have had a blast watching the story un-
fold. The cast does a fantastic job at luring you into 
the mystery that this high-rise has to offer. This is a 
classic whodunit with a modern twist of the podcast 
element that adds a nice comedic break too, as Oliver 
Putnam is always trying to get the best cake for the 
audio recording. 
If you're looking to watch something that toes J 
the line between light-hearted and serious, then this 
is the show for you. It is the perfect combination of 
laughter, secrecy, and mystery. Also, if you ever get the 
chance to watch them, the interviews between the ac-
tors are just hilarious. Martin Short and Steve Martin 
are like Selena Gomez's grandpas needing her to ex-
plain all the pop culture terms. 
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OVC volleyball teams finding early success 
ADAM TU MINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern setter Bailey Chandler gets into position under the ball in a match 
against Northern Illinois on Sept. 2 in Lantz Arena. Chandler recorded 9 
assists and a service ace in the match, which Eastern won 3-1 . 
OVC VOLLEYBALL STANDINGS 
1. Tennessee St., 5-0 
2. Eastern, 4-1 
T-3. SEMO, 4-2 
T-3. Austin Peay, 4-2 
5. Belmont, 2-1 
6. Tennessee Tech, 3-2 
T-7. Morehead St., 3-3 
T:7. Murray St., 3-3 
9. SIUE, 2-4 
10. UT Martin, 1-5 
By Adam Tumino 
Sports Editor I @adam_tumino 
As early-season, nonconference 
competition continues for the vol-
leyball teams of the OVC, the con-
ference as a whole is finding success. 
The combined records of the 
teams to this point is 32-22, which 
is a winning percentage of nearly 60 
percent. Eight of the conference's 10 
teams have records of .500 or better 
so far. 
With conference play set to be-
gin in about two weeks, it is a good 
time to see how each OVC team is 
shaping up for the matches that tru-
ly matter. 
Tennessee State 
The Tigers finished last season in 
ninth place, although the conference 
was two-teams larger last season. 
They posted a record of 4-12, and 
have already surpassed that win total, 
albeit in nonconference play. 
Tennessee State is 5-0 and has 
only dropped 2 sets this season. They 
have beaten Alcorn State 3-0, New 
Orleans 3-1, North Alabama 3-0, 
George Washington 3-0 and Bellar-
mine 3-1. 
As a team, the Tigers' hitting per-
centage of .258 leads the OVC, as 
does their opponents hitting per-
centage of .123. They are also aver-
aging 14.65 kills per set, ranking sec-
ond in the conference behind Mur-
ray State. 
Eastern 
After finishing in last place last 
season, the Panthers jumped out to 
their best start in 36 years in 2021. 
Their 4-0 start at home brought 
them to the top of the standings, but 
a 3-1 road loss to Northern Illinois 
dropped them from the top spot. 
The Panthers beat IUPUI, Chi-
cago State and Bellarmine as the 
hosts of the EIU Panther Invitation-
al to start the season, before beat-
ing Northern in the first match of a 
home-and-away series with the Hus-
kies. 
The Panthers are around the mid-
dle of the OVC in most statistical 
categories, but have allowed the few-
est kills in the conference (10.16 per 
set) and have blocked at a lesser rate 
than the rest of the OVC {1.11 per 
set). Their 2 service aces per set also 
lead the conference. 
Southeast Missouri 
and Austin Peay 
The Redhawks and Governors are 
both 4-2 to start the season. Last sea-
son, Southeast Missouri was in third 
place at 14-2 while Austin Peay came 
in fifth with a record of9-5. 
Southeast Missouri has picked 
up wins against DePaul, Brad-
ley, Central Michigan and Purdue 
Fort Wayne while losing to Western 
Michigan and Indiana. 
Austin Peay started the season 1-2, 
losing to Alabama in the opener, 
beating Miami-Ohio and then los-
ing to Marshall. The Governors then 
won their next three matches against 
Merrimack, Harvard and Marist, all 
by 3-0 scores. 
Southeast Missouri has been the 
top blocking team in the conference, 
averaging 2.63 blocks per set so far. 
Austin Peay's hitting percentage of 
.231 ranks second in the OVC. 
Belmont 
Belmont was 3-13 last season, fin-
ishing in 10th place. The Bruins have 
played just three matches so far this 
season, going 2-1 as the hosts of the 
Music City Invitational. They won 
back-to-back matches against Alcorn 
State and North Alabama to open 
the season before losing 3-1 against 
Indiana State. 
Belmont is · in the middle of the 
pack in most statistical categories, 
but they do have a small sample size. 
Tennessee Tech 
After finishing last season 9-7, the 
Golden Eagles opened the season on 
the road in Auburn, Alabama, in the 
War Eagle Invitational, losing-their 
opener to Auburn before beating 
Jackson State 3-1. 
Tennessee Tech then went back 
home to host the Golden Eagle In-
vitational. They beat South Alabama 
3-2, lost to Valparaiso 3-2 and then 
won the finale against UNC Ashe-
ville 3-0. 
The Golden Eagles are averaging 
12.80 kills per set, ranking fifth in 
theOVC. 
Morehead State 
and Murray State 
Morehead State is the top return-
ing team in the OVC from last sea-
son, having posted a 15-1 record. 
Along with Murray State, which was 
5-11 last year, Morehead State is 3-3. 
Morehead State opened the season 
0-2 against stiff competition in the 
Classic City Clash in Athens, Geor-
gia. They lost 3-0 to Georgia and 
No. 22 Pepperdine before bouncing 
back to beat Winthrop 3-1. 
They then hosted the Eagle Chal-
lenge, losing to Evansville before 
beating Cleveland State and Rad-
ford. 
Murray State started the sea-
son 3-1 before losing back-to-back 
matches against Arkansas State and 
Saint Louis. 
Murray State leads the OVC with 
14.67 kills per set while Morehead 
State ranks third with 13.22 kills per 
set. 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville 
The Cougars were 10-4 last sea-
son, finishing fourth in the OVC. 
So far this season, they are in ninth 
place at 2-4. 
They split their first two match-
es of the season, losing to Evansville 
and beating Purdue Fort Wayne, 
but then lost three-straight match-
es against Kent State, Xavier and 
Loyola Chicago before snapping 
the streak with a win against former 
OVC member Eastern Kentucky. 
The Cougars' are averaging just 
10.21 kills per set, the fewest in the 
ovc. 
Tennessee-Martin 
The Skyhawks were 6-10 last sea-
son, and started off this season with 
a five-match losing streak. 
Their fourth and fifth losses in the 
streak were both 3-2 defeats , and 
they finally broke through for a 3-0 
win against Alabama A&M. 
The Skyhawks rank last in the 
OVC with a hitting percentage of 
.132 while their opponents are hit-
ting .244, the second-highest mark 
in the conference. · 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 
581-2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
Early losses abound for OVC football teams this season 
By Adam Tumino 
Sports Editor I @adam_tumino 
Each OVC football team has 
played at least one game this sea-
son, and five of the conference's 
seven teams have lost their open-
ing game. 
Eastern is the only OVC team to 
have played twice, with an open-
ing loss to Indiana State in Week 0 
and then a 46-0 loss to SEC oppo-
nent South Carolina. 
Austin Peay is one of two OVC 
teams with a win, and the only 
OVC team to be ranked in the top 
25 . The No. 17 Governors were 
ranked 20th in the preseason, but 
moved up in the polls after beating 
No. 18 Chattanooga 30-20. 
It was Austin Peay's third-
straight win against a ranked FCS 
opponent. The Governors' defense 
held the Moes to just 228 yards 
of total offense while quarterback 
Draylen .Ellis was 23-of-33 passing 
for 325 yards and 4 touchdowns. 
Murray State also won its open-
er, beating Mississippi Valley State 
35-0. The Racers wound up just 
outside the top 25 this week, fall-
ing just 10 points shy of No. 25 
Richmond in the poll. 
Murray State ran all over the 
Delta Devils, gaining 312 rushing 
yards. All 5 of their touchdowns 
came via the running game, in-
cluding 4 scores from quarterback 
Preston Rice. 
The rest of the conference was 
not as successful. 
Southeast Missouri ran into a 
tough opponent in No. 7 Southern 
Illinois, losing 47-21 to the Salu-
kis. The Redhawks were outga.ined 
by the Salukis 553-243. 
Tennessee Tech faced off against 
Samford, losing to the Bulldogs 
52-14. Samford quarterback Liam 
Welch threw for 370 yards and 
4 touchdowns in the game. The 
score was 17-7 at halftime, but 
Samford scored 35 unanswered 
poin ts in the second half to seal 
the win. 
Tennessee-Martin gave up the 
most points of any OVC team in 
their opener, losing to Western 
Kentucky 59-21. The Hilltoppers 
have last season's leading passer 
Bailey Zappe, who transferred dur-
ing the offseason. 
Zappe was 28-of-35 for 424 
yards and a whopping 7 touch-
downs. 
Tennessee State had to wait the 
longest for their opener, playing 
Grambling in the Black College 
Football Hall of Fame Classic in 
Canton, Ohio, on Sept. 5. 
Grambling won the game 16-10, 
beating Tennessee State in head 
coach Eddie George's first game. 
Tennessee State outgained Gram-
bling by 46 yards, but 150 penalty 
yards gave the game to Grambling. 
All seven OVC teams will back 
in action Sept. 11. 
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Adam Tumino can be reached at Eastern defensive coordinator addresses his defense during the Panthers' 
581-2812 orajtumino@eiu.edu. 26-21 loss to Indiana State on Aug. 28. 
